OPEN SPACES
STAMFORD LAND CONSERVATION TRUST, INC.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” — Margaret Mead

SPRING / SUMMER 2019

SPRINGTIME COMES TO THE SLCT PRESERVES

GO FOR A HIKE WITH SLCT!
This spring, join us for a series of Sunday nature walks around
our preserves with Aubrey Carter, head of stewardship for the
Stamford Land Trust. Learn about the woodland ecosystem
functioning in North Stamford and how to identify different
species of trees and wildflowers.
All you’ll need is reliable outdoor footwear, sunscreen and bug
spray. SLCT will provide identification books.
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These walks are great for the whole family, so bring the kids.
The walks will take place at 10 AM on the first Sunday
of every month from May through September. Watch for
details on our website (www.stamfordland.org) and Facebook
page. Better yet, email a note with your interest to info@
stamfordland.org and we’ll be sure to notify you in advance
when the walks will take place.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
our stewardship. In total, SLCT is
responsible for the stewardship of 57
properties, representing more than 450
acres of natural open space.
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Harry Day, Stamford Land
Conservation Trust President

Dear Friends of SLCT,
The last year has been a busy one.
The single largest land acquisition of the
year, and a first for the Stamford Land
Conservation Trust (SLCT), was our
financial involvement in a transaction to
ensure that a 21-acre parcel on June
Road is preserved as open space in
perpetuity.
As we told you at the time of the
transaction, it’s unusual for the trust
to use its own funds to acquire land.
However, our participation was key for
this acquisition to close. We now have
to work to rebuild our assets so we
can be prepared to act should another
opportunity like this present itself.
In addition to this significant acquisition,
SLCT was privileged to be the recipient
of a number of other noteworthy
parcels including: a magnificent two
acres on Wallenberg Drive in North
Stamford that includes a seasonal
vernal pool; a one-acre parcel that
has now been added to an existing
3.2 acres on Long Ridge Road (all
generously donated by the same family);
and, most recently, a beautiful 1.2 acre
meadow parcel that was placed under

We are excited about what the next 12
months will bring, in particular because
we believe that SLCT could benefit from
the new tax laws. With the deductibility
of property taxes significantly reduced,
donating land has become a more
attractive proposition. A land donation
to SLCT eliminates the financial drain
from property taxes and creates an
immediate tax deduction for the
appraised value of the property. This
can be a win-win-win for the property
owner, the land trust, and the Stamford
community as a whole.
Open space conservation produces
significant economic benefits for
communities and their residents.
However, we sometimes overlook
the actual health benefits derived
from open space. Studies confirm
that deepening our connection with
nature actually improves our health and
wellbeing. Anyone taking a 10-minute
walk outside, and even better along a
woodland path, knows this is true! It’s
an easy and important way to “unplug”
from our daily lives and relax. We
encourage everyone to try it. You could
start on one of the SLCT properties
that have walking trails.
We hope you will partner with us; as
a volunteer, a land donor and/or as a
financial supporter. We want to build
the future of our community together.
Stay connected with us on our website
(www.stamfordland.org) and FB page,
and let us know if you’d like to be added
to our email distribution list. Stay tuned
for future SLCT events.
Warm regards,
Harry Day

PRESERVING A “NATURAL” BALANCE:
SLCT BUILDS OUR FIRST “EXCLOSURE”

This past fall, SLCT built our first deer exclosure, located on
the Sawmill Road side of the Altschul Preserve.
What is a deer exclosure?
A deer exclosure is an area of forest enclosed by a tall
fence. Deer cannot get into this area to browse, so the
vegetation inside the deer exclosure can be compared
over time with the vegetation outside.This helps us visualize
and measure the effect of deer overpopulation on forest
vegetation. Our exclosure is 2,500 square feet and 8-feet
high and is constructed of wire mesh.
Why is preserving the understory important?
Connecticut’s forest areas have experienced extensive
habitat degradation caused by the overpopulation of deer
feeding on native tree seedlings and saplings. Overgrazing
deer prevent the forest from naturally regenerating. The
shrub layer disappears, leaving a barren understory that is
no longer a habitat for wildlife. This problem, combined with

the rapid spread of non-native plants, or invasive species,
is compromising the overall health and biodiversity of
our forest.
The understory
many purposes:

of

our

forest

serves

• A home for birds and insects
• Protection for native wildflowers, so they can take hold
and establish a seedbank.
• A shield for native saplings, so they can mature to trees
above the browse line
As stewards of our protected properties we need to
protect this precious resource.
Help us with this important project by keeping the
exclosure intact. If you see it has been damaged, please
contact us at info@stamfordland.org.
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MEET A PRESERVE –

THE SPRING HILL
LANE NORTH/SHADY
KNOLL PRESERVE
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In North Stamford, between High Ridge Road and
the Laurel Reservoir, sits Stamford Land Conservation
Trust’s beautiful Spring Hill Lane/Shady Knoll Preserve.
Comprised of four separate lots totaling 14.1 acres, the
SLCT acquired the preserve over a period of years
through several acquisitions.
In 1982 SCLT acquired the first six acres from The
Nature Conservancy, who had themselves acquired
this parcel in 1978 through a generous donation from
Sadie Sporn. Subsequently, in 1998, we acquired the
remaining three properties, bringing the total size of
the preserve to its present 14 acres.

In 1982 SCLT acquired the first six acres from
The Nature Conservancy, who had themselves
acquired this parcel in 1978 through a generous
donation from Sadie Sporn.

The property is accessible from the cul-de-sac at the
end of Shady Knoll Drive, although access to the
public is limited and requires prior approval from
the Land Trust. It is entirely wooded and, due to its
adjacency to both Connecticut State Forest and
Aquarion Water Company land, it is an integral part
of a much larger expanse of hardwoods and wetlands
that borders the Laurel Reservoir.
Together, this expanse supports waterfowl, amphibians
such as frogs and salamanders, as well as deer, fox,
coyotes, and more.
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KIDS CORNER

Outdoor spring activities to do with
the kids!

•

Go for a walk in one of the Stamford Land Conservation Trust •
preserves and observe the natural world as you make your
way through the woods.
•
•

Senses walk: Use all of your senses to experience spring.
Smell the flowers or grass. Listen to birds chirping. Feel the •
smoothness or roughness of a rock.

Shape scavenger hunt: Look closely and you’ll find shapes all
around you. Bonus points for spotting 3D shapes such as a
cube, cylinder or sphere.
Color walk: Find items for every color in the rainbow
(remember it’s ROYGBIV).
ABC walk: Look for items that start with each letter of the
alphabet.
Nighttime walk: Listen for nocturnal creatures such as bats
and owls.

NATURE WORD SEARCH
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BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST!

Would you like to help the environment?
Do you know of a wetland near you with frogs calling?
FrogWatch USA needs your help!

FrogWatch USA is the Association of Zoos & Aquariums’
(AZA) citizen science program and provides individuals,
groups, and families opportunities to learn about wetlands
in their communities by reporting on the calls of local
frogs and toads.
Why frogs?
Frogs and toads play an important role in wetland
ecosystems and they are considered indicators of
environmental health. Many previously abundant frog and
toad populations have experienced dramatic population
declines both in the United States and around the world
and it’s essential that scientists understand the scope,
geographic scale, and cause of these declines.
Become a Member of the FrogWatch
USA Community
Volunteers are the foundation of the FrogWatch USA
community. These volunteers are trained to listen for
frogs and toads during evenings from February through
August and submit these observations to a national
online database.
Volunteer monitoring for FrogWatch USA can be
a fun experience for the whole family. Learn more
about becoming a FrogWatch USA volunteer at
aza.org/frogwatch-usa-volunteers

Spring is here and we are Geocaching!
Stamford Land Conservation Trust is part of the world’s
largest treasure hunt. Find our geocaches in the Helen
Altschul Preserve:
41°
41°
41°
41°

6.798,
7.0332
7.102
7.046

West
West
West
West

73°
73°
73°
73°

35.1798
35.0934
35.066
35.412

What is geocaching?
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using
GPS enabled devices. Navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates
to find the geocache (container) hidden at that location.There are
geocaches all over the world — even Antarctica.
What do I need in order to participate?
All you need is a GPS device or a GPS-enabled mobile phone,
so that you can navigate to the cache, and a Geocaching.com
membership. The geocaching membership is free and lets you to
discover geocaches near you.
Make this your next adventure
Sign up at geocaching.com to start Geocaching and discover all
the best-hidden places, around Stamford and around the world.
Happy Hunting!

STAMFORD LAND CONSERVATION TRUST CONTACTS

Email.: Stamfordlandconservationtrust@gmail.com
Phone: 203-578-7258

Website:
Address:

www.StamfordLand.org
22 First Street, Stamford CT
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22 FIRST STREET, STAMFORD, CT 06905-0247

STAMFORD LAND
CONSERVATION TRUST, INC.
MISSION STATEMENT
The Stamford Land Conservation
Trust is dedicated to the preservation
and protection of open space in the
City of Stamford, both for the benefit
of the citizens of the City and the
sustainability of our environment.
Open space is land as nature left it,
or land that has returned to a natural
state over time.

DONATE
Donate today and help us preserve
open space in Stamford. Go to
stamfordland.org and click on Dona

